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What Wondrous Love Is This
American Folk Hymn

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down, sinking down;
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing! 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and through eternity I'll sing on! 

A video of the hymn can be seen at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1g26dbNJYJI
You may need to copy and paste the link into your web browser.



Romans 8:28-39
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a
large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
God’s Love in Christ Jesus

 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Prayer:

Forgive us, O God, for we have sinned. We are inattentive and clumsy with the
precious gift of life. In your generosity, you give talents and energy for seeking purpose,
relationships for discovering meaning, the earth and its bounty for providing comfort,
and time for realizing possibility. Yet, we have not been trustworthy caretakers of your
gifts.

We rush too much and rest too little,
take too much and give too little,

talk too much and listen too little,
accuse too much and forgive too little,

judge too much and love too little.
We have chipped and cracked the treasures of life, and we are broken: our
relationships are broken, our hearts are broken, our lives are broken. So we bring the
shattered pieces to you, Gracious God, trusting in your artistry and care to fashion
something beautiful out of the mess we have made, believing that the God who created
us from the dust of the earth can re-create us once again. Mold and mend us, O God,
that we might form lovely and suitable vessels for carrying your healing grace to all the
broken places of our world. Amen.    ~Elizabeth Edwards


